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Essay by David Gelernter 

 

Giving Up Darwin 
 

David Gelernter is professor of computer science at Yale University, chief 
scientist at Mirror Worlds Technologies, and member of the National Council 
of the Arts. 
 

arwinian evolution is a brilliant and beautiful scientific theory. 
 
Once it was a daring guess. Today it is basic to the credo that 

defines the modern worldview. Accepting the theory as settled truth—
no more subject to debate than the earth being round or the sky blue or 
force being mass times acceleration—certifies that you are devoutly 
orthodox in your scientific views; which in turn is an essential first step 
towards being taken seriously in any part of modern intellectual life. 
But what if Darwin was wrong? Like so many others, I grew up with 
Darwin’s theory, and had always believed it was  true.... 
 

• • • • • 
 

 Stephen Meyer’s thoughtful and meticulous Darwin’s Doubt 
(2013) convinced me that Darwin has failed. He cannot answer the big 
question. Two other books are also essential: The Deniable Darwin and 
Other Essays (2009), by David Berlinski, and Debating Darwin’s Doubt 
(2015), an anthology edited by David Klinghoffer, which collects some 
of the arguments Meyer’s book stirred up.  
 These three form a fateful battle group that most people would 
rather ignore. Bringing to bear the work of many dozen scientists over 
many decades, Meyer, who after a stint as a geophysicist in Dallas 
earned a Ph.D. in History and Philosophy of Science from Cambridge 
and now directs the Discovery Institute’s Center for Science and 
Culture, disassembles the theory of evolution piece by piece.  
 Darwin’s Doubt is one of the most important books in a 
generation. Few openminded people will finish it with their faith in 
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Darwin intact. Meyer doesn’t only demolish Darwin; he defends a 
replacement theory, intelligent design (ID).... 
 
Intelligent design as Meyer explains it, never uses religious 
arguments… The religion is all on the other side. Meyer and other 
proponents of I.D. are the dispassionate intellectuals making orderly 
scientific arguments. Some I.D.–Haters have shown themselves willing 
to use any argument—fair or not, true or not, ad hominem or not—to 
keep this dangerous idea locked in a box forever. They remind us of the 
extent to which Darwinism is no longer just a scientific theory but the 
basis of a worldview, and an emergency replacement religion for the 
many troubled souls who need one. 
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